Why does the Lord want you to work for Justice and Peace?
(Spirituality of working for Justice and Peace)
Why does the Lord want you to work for justice and peace? ……… ‘And they asked Him, Jesus, Lord when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?

When did we see you a stranger and invite you in?

When did we see you sick and in prison and go to visit you?’
The King (Jesus in Glory) will reply’

‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the LEAST of these brothers of mine, you did it for me.’ (Matthew 26:34-46)
Thus when the King comes He says to those on the Right Path – ‘come you who are Blessed by my Father – take your inheritance – the kingdom prepared for you since creation began…’

And to those who did not do all those good things – the answer was an outright condemnation – “depart from me – you who are cursed”.  

What incredibly strong words the Lord says to those who fail to serve their brothers and sisters and love their neighbour as themselves, which is one of the two commandments Jesus says are the greatest – love of God and love of neighbour.

How can we say we love God and ignore the plight and poverty of our neighbour? Indeed we love God by seeing God in our neighbour.  If we look at those less fortunate than ourselves, through Jesus’ eyes we will see Him plead for them and His gaze will draw us to love them by serving.  We are called to be servants of each other – not by taking all we can for ourselves, but the giving of all that we can to others.

Did Jesus not call us to a council of perfection when He said to the rich young man “Go and sell all you have and give to the Poor….”?

We live in a part of the world that is rich by comparison to others.  Rich Nations must help the poorer ones, even if this seems foolish and imprudent.  Closer to home we have many in our own land who struggle to feed their children (3.4 million children live in poverty), many who are homeless.  We have those who are sick, who are never visited or spoken to…. We have many that the culture we live in says are ‘undesirable’, to be rejected. Can anyone doubt that the world we live in is full of inequalities and blatant discrimination?

What do we do? Do we pass by – leaving that sort of thing to others?

Is it too costly to get involved?  And do we not think they are responsible for their failures?

Jesus did not say help them if they are deserving, or only if they will be grateful to us.  Few came to thank Jesus for what He did, but He never stopped serving.

The Gospels, Jesus’ words to us on a True Path to Him, are a call to be Holy.  It is a huge encouragement and blessing to lead a life of giving to others.  There is a temptation to see giving as an ‘option’ rather than an imperative – when, however, we do this we actually ignore the ‘Call’ to be fully apostles gifted with a mission.
This mission is good news for it changes us so that we see others as the Lord sees them, and He always looks upon us with love.

If we look at the word ‘Apostle’ – it contains the word ‘post’ – to be posted or sent out to others, also by the same token a post is a sign – it stands out.  It does not hide.  We are those signs that wherever there is any kind of injustice, breakdown of peace, war, calamity, hunger, poverty, abandonment, any form of discrimination or lack of freedom, wherever the right to Freedom of worship or Faith are debased or removed we must act.
There is literally no-one exempt from this call who has been baptised.  Now, there are many forms of service, if we say we love God and pray sincerely as we must, this will, sooner or later, lead us to serve.  How can we say we love God whom we cannot see, and not love the neighbour we can see?
Indeed, it is often that we see an outpouring of concern for Social Justice from enclosed religious communities. Prayer has lead men and women to this imperative to fight oppression and injustice.  It is often a surprise for people to find out how well informed these men and women are, and how much they pray that we who can actually help practically are supported in our endeavours.  To fall in love with Jesus the God-man is to love our own neighbour.
Jesus tells us to love one another as He loves us – totally and completely, with all the rejection and humiliation that this involves – finally on a cross, beaten, betrayed and abandoned.  Yet the victory was His for He overcame and brought salvation to us.  We cannot expect always to be rewarded for our actions and should not look for this – but do whatever we can to bring about change in our now very broken world. 

It is easy to put our attempts into a kind of box, limit it to giving money, not ourselves.  Clearly generous and frequent giving is very important, and sometimes it is all we can do but we must keep ourselves informed, get our facts right.  Being prepared to speak out, even in little ways among friends and neighbours, writing letters and simply being open to others, being prepared to change our views – those are all called for by the Gospels.
Today it is so easy to leave all this to others. Can we blame governments for doing too little or too much? Can we blame bankers – indeed anyone, without asking ourselves “what have I done today to help someone?” …. Have I reconciled myself with someone, have I made peace between neighbours, have I put right something that had been said about someone?  We are called to be peacemakers.  Have we been merciful to someone today? (An Apostolate set up in the footsteps of St Faustina calls us to say the Chaplet of Divine Mercy to do at least one act of mercy per day).

It is easy to politicise social action – and say this is radical or left wing, but this is to ignore the fact that Jesus called us to this very action, a true conversion of heart which leads us to love, and that the Church’s Mission is to follow the teachings of Jesus.  Thus we are called to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the imprisoned – all works of corporal mercy.  We are also bidden to resolve all conflicts from the most mundane to the most major international by peaceful means.  We are also called to act as ethically as we can and understand what this means.

We are called not just to act humanistically because we are human, but because He who made us, loves us and calls us to love.  We all have to respond in various ways to this.

“To regard development as a vocation is to recognise, on the one hand, that it derives from a transcendent call, and on the other hand that it is incapable, on its own, of supplying its ultimate meaning.  Not without reason the word ‘vocation’ is also found in another passage of the Encyclical, where we read: “There is no true humanism but that which is open to the absolute, and is conscious of a vocation which gives human life its true meaning”.


(Pope Benedict XVI – Caritas in Veritate, 2010)

Some of the greatest encyclicals of our time, Rerum Novarum (1891), Mater et Magistra, Quadragessimo Anno, Populorum Progressio – and of course the prophetic Second Vatican Council document Gaudium et Spes, made it clear that all the popes in the recent centuries have been acutely aware of the need to develop a true conscience about those things that afflict mankind and require us to be involved in the activities that improve the lot of man and encourage us to seek justice and peace.

This teaching is fundamental to the core of what Jesus came to proclaim – indeed, as far back as Isaiah the prophetic utterances pointed to the role of the Messiah Jesus who would come to bring peace and healing to His people.  Indeed, as spoken through His Vicar today, the words of the prayer intention for February remind us of the Truth of this message: “Each of us has a mission, each of us is called to change the world, to work for a culture forged by love and respect for the dignity of each human person”. 

Pope Benedict XVI, Mission Intention, Feb 2011

Strikingly, in his introduction to his prophetic and visionary encyclical ‘Caritas et Veritate’, he states……”Charity in truth, to which Jesus Christ bore witness by this earthly life and especially by his death and resurrection, is the principal driving force behind the authentic development of every person and of all humanity.  Love – caritas – is an extraordinary force which leads people to opt for courageous and generous engagement in the field of justice and peace.  It is a force that has its origin in God, Eternal Love and Absolute Truth.  Each person finds his good by adherence to God’s plan for him, in order to realise it fully. In this plan, he finds his truth, and through adherence to this truth he becomes free (cf. Jn 8:22).  To defend the truth, to articulate it with humility and conviction, and to bear witness to it in life are therefore exacting and indispensable forms of charity.  Charity in fact, “rejoices in the truth” (1 Cor.13:6).  All people feel the interior impulse to love authentically. Love and truth never abandons them completely, because these are the vocations planted by God in the hearts and minds of every human person”.
It is in one of the most beautiful teachings of Jesus, the Sermon on the Mount, that the mission to bring about justice and peace are proclaimed loudly and unmistakably.
It is a twofold call for the teachings are both about the temporal and spiritual conditions of Man.  We cannot fail to understand such as ‘Blessed are the Meek’ other than in spiritual terms but this meekness is not weakness but a call to be servants surrendering ourselves for this purpose.

When we look at ‘Blessed are those that hunger and thirst for Justice’ we can be in no doubt about a call to bring about a just and fair society.  We must hunger for these things in our depths.  Jesus says that this call again is to be interiorised – it is Justice on both a temporal, earthly level, but also a desire for things of the spirit.  True justice allows for the dignity of man as both a spiritual and temporal being.  True justice can only be obtained according to His will and only ‘through Him, with Him and In Him’.

A Society that upholds one but not the other is flawed.

What does Jesus promise those who thirst for justice?

That “theirs” is the Kingdom of Heaven….

What a promise!

And of the Peacemakers – Jesus says that they shall be called children of God – it is also interesting that he also says that we must become like little children to enter into the Kingdom.

Finally, we are a Eucharistic People.  At the heart of the Real and Abiding Presence of Jesus is a call to be whole, holy, completely united to Him and be part of His Body.  And this Body, this living body brings us to union with Him and all that He loves.  His love is endless and extends to all He created.  He made us to love and serve, not spoil, break and destroy – if we receive Him as our host and if we let Him transform us as we share in His life, and this will bring us to charity, Caritas – perfect love through Him.
It is with endless wonder that we see how this truth has transformed the Saints of the last century including Popes; Pope John Paul II now raised to the ranks of the Blessed, the amazing Mother Theresa,  the self giving Maximilian Kolbe and the countless numbers of other people of our time.  

We must not seek discord, but harmony.  At times the road will be hard and justice, true justice may take a different form in different places, but where true Eucharist is present this brings peace and respect for the dignity of man.  To fail to respect this dignity is to be inhuman and only partially alive and not living truthfully.

This is a radical call – older than contemporary politics – no human vision.  We have no option, no choice, but to find ways, however small to bring about this reality and become the True Kingdom of God in this world and to continue in the next, which is promised to us.
Let us then remember Jesus’ prayer.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory. forever and ever. Amen 

Why did Jesus want you to work for Justice and Peace?

Main Points and directives

Because…..

1.
We are made in the image and likeness of God who is Love, Mercy and Compassion.

2.
We are made to know Him, love Him and serve Him and to love Him is to do what He says.

3.
As baptised people we are called to respond to the Gospel and Jesus tells us in very many ways how to love and serve.

4.
He tells us to love our neighbour as ourselves and to love one another as He loves us, which is challenging but essential.

5.
The teachings of Jesus comes to us through the Apostles and the Church encourages us to be ‘Good News’.  It exhorts us to pray, listen and learn.


There have been many Encyclicals on this issue. (Letters to the faithful which encourage us to work for Peace and Justice).

6.
We are part of His body and each other in the Eucharist and what happens to one of us affects the others.

7.
We cannot ignore the suffering of others, and as suffering people ourselves we can share jointly in the suffering of Jesus.

8.
All the prayers of the Church strengthen our resolve.  

Prayer of the Church Week 4, Friday am…

You continue to work in Your faithful people; - create through them a new world where injustice and destruction will give way to growth, freedom and hope.

9.
We must work toward bringing about Gods Kingdom here on earth and then rejoice with Him and our neighbour in the Eternal Kingdom forever.

10.
We are made forgiving.  It is the greatest gift that the Lord has given us for it leads to joy. Greed and selfishness destroy us!  Joy carries us!
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